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This volume constitutes the proceedings of a sym- 
posium on plant membranes held in the spring of 
1987. It is divided into six sections of, varying 
length covering different aspects of plant mem- 
brane research. Some topics, such as the structure 
and function of energy-transducing membranes, 
receive reasonably extensive coverage. Others such 
as the biogenesis of membranes and mutations 
modifying membrane organisation are restricted to 
one or two brief articles. The main problem with 
the book, as with so many of its type, is the fact 
that it represents the record of a conference and 
that as such the editors have little or no control 
over the content or form of the individual articles. 
In this particular case, these difficulties are com- 
pounded by the fact that research activity in plant 
membranes, with the exception of that carried out 
on photosynthetic systems, is both very widely and 
thinly spread. 
The articles themselves divide fairly evenly into 
those that are mainly of a review nature and those 
that are a direct report of a single series of ex- 
periments. The editors in their preface mention 
that several of the contributors to the meeting 
chose not to contribute to the volume on the 
grounds that their data would soon appear in print 
elsewhere. It is difficult to avoid the thought that 
this is an option that could usefully have been 
more widely adopted. The best aspects of this 
book, as far as the majority of potential readers is 
concerned, are the reviews. It is extremely difficult 
to find authoritative reviews on many aspects of 
plant membranes. For these alone, this volume 
should have a place on library shelves. Organisers 
of symposia must, however, surely be aware by 
now that unedited collections of camera-ready 
papers of this type tend to hold few delights either 
for librarians or the general reader and that a more 
imaginative attitude to the compilation of such 
volumes is urgently needed. 
W.P. Williams 
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